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SOUTH WESTERN HIGHWAY, INCREASE IN TRAFFIC 

341. Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for 
Planning and Infrastructure: 

I refer to question 312 asked yesterday and seek clarification of the answer given in question (1).  The answer 
given was that a speed reduction to 90 kilometres an hour is now in place for all vehicles operating under a Main 
Roads permit or notice on the section of South Western Highway between the northern boundary of Kirup 
townsite and Torridon Road, approximately seven kilometres north of Kirup. 

(1) Does this mean that trucks must slow down to 90 kilometres an hour for only a seven-kilometre stretch 
of road, or does this mean that for seven kilometres north of Kirup trucks will be made to travel at 90 
kilometres an hour? 

(2) If trucks must slow down for only a seven-kilometre stretch of highway, who will police this? 

(3) What is the fine for trucks caught going over the 90 kilometre an hour speed limit? 

(4) If it is seven kilometres north of Kirup that trucks will be made to travel at 90 kilometres an hour, where 
will the speed limit be increased back to 100 kilometres an hour?  

(5) As, in the main, the road conditions of the South Western Highway and not the truck drivers are at fault, 
does the government regard this as a revenue-raising exercise? 

Hon ADELE FARINA replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) As with all speed limits, the 90 kilometre limit is a maximum.  It is truly bizarre to suggest that a speed 
limit imposes a minimum. 

(2) As with all speed limits, it is policed by the Western Australia Police Service. 

(3) Infringements will be in accordance with regulations 11 to 18 of the Road Traffic Code 2000. 

(4) The question is nonsensical. 

(5) No.  In light of the problem with trailer performance that emerged with the accident, a speed reduction 
to 90 kilometres an hour was put in place on 16 May 2005, applicable to all vehicles operating under a 
Main Roads permit of notice on this seven-kilometre section of South Western Highway. 

An independent audit of this section of highway is currently being undertaken and will be completed by 
3 June.  Once the results are known, Main Roads will then consider what other safety initiatives need to 
be taken. 

 


